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Sermon Advent I Year A November 28, 2010 

Advent, the four weeks leading up to Christmas, marks the beginning of 

the Christian liturgical year as a period of reflection and preparation for 

the birth of Christ.  Traditionally, the themes of Advent are hope, love, joy 

and peace. The penitential nature of the season is addressed in the 

purple color of the candles and stoles.   

At the heart of the Advent season is waiting, not for a savior to come 

and save us but for the actualization of a vision of a changed world.  The 

readings this season are about promise and judgment, hope and 

repentance, and call us, above all, to visions of a different world.   

How many of you hear have heard of the Millennium Development 

Goals?  Well you’re not alone.  If you asked most Americans if they have 

heard of them they would respond that they haven’t.  Yet, for the past 10 

years they have served as a guidepost for eradicating poverty and the 

many problems faced by those around the world who live without most of 

the privileges that we take for granted in this country and in many of the 

world’s developed economies.  Let me give you some brief background 

info. 

In September of 2000 the largest gathering of world leaders in 

human history gathered for the Millennium Summit at United Nations 

headquarters in New York. In that pivotal year, representatives from 189 

Member States of the United Nations met to reflect on their common 

destiny. The nations were interconnected as never before, with increased 

globalization promising faster growth, higher living standards and new 

opportunities. 
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Yet their citizens’ lives were starkly disparate.  As some States 

looked ahead to prosperity and global cooperation, many barely had a 

future, being mired in miserable, unending conditions of poverty, conflict 

and a degraded environment. Some 1 billion people were – and still are – 

forced to live on less than $1 a day, and 30 per cent of these are children. 

Even in the world’s richest countries, one in every six children still lives 

below the national poverty line. 

So the nation’s of the world came together and agreed on eight 

specific goals to address these issues.  They are:  1) Eradicate extreme 

poverty and hunger;  

2) Achieve universal primary education;  

3) Promote gender equality and empower women;  

4) Reduce child mortality;  

5) Improve maternal health;  

6) Combat HIV/AIDS , malaria and other diseases;  

7) Ensure environmental sustainability; and  

8) Global partnership for development.   

At the 2006 General Convention of the Episcopal Church, the Church 

formally adopted the MDGs as central to its work of restorative justice.   

As I wrote in the recent issue of the Scallop Shell, Advent is a time 

when we remember Christ becoming flesh…it is also a time when we as 

the Body of Christ are invited to contemplate how we are being Christ in 

the world.  As Theologian Christine Smith puts it, “Advent has moved 

away from an individualistic "waiting" for a savior's return and more 

toward what people of faith are called to do in order to create the 
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“kingdom” of God on earth for all creation.  Advent is about active waiting 

and an active struggle to revolutionize our world.   

To help us connect to the MDGs you will find Advent calendars at the 

back of the church that provide daily facts related to some condition in the 

world and the opportunity for each of us to pause and give thanks for the 

blessings in our life.  For example, today’s fact on the calendar says, 

“Contaminated water and poor sanitation are factors in 80 percent of all 

disease in the developing world.”  Our mite box thank offering invites us to 

put 5 cents in the mite box every time you had the privilege of washing 

your hands today.  And, each day there is a similar fact and the 

opportunity to give thanks.  Each family is invited to take an advent 

calendar home along with a mite box that contains a prayer for the MDGs 

and an explanation of where the proceeds from the mite box will go that 

has been selected by the youth in our parish.  The youth have decided to 

sponsor one or more families to provide them clean water through the 

Episcopal Relief and Development Agency. 

I know many of you may be sitting there thinking what can I do as 

one person to make such a difference in a world with such huge 

problems?  To that I want to tell you a story of something that happened 

to me in the summer of 1999.   

Art and I went to our church one early summer morning.  The 

tradition at the parish is that anyone can get up and make an 

announcement.  This 70 year old stranger that was visiting the church got 

into the pulpit and introduced himself as David Duncombe, a 

Congregational minister.  He said he was in Washington this summer and 
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was fasting to help relieve third world debt.  He said that his efforts for the 

last few weeks have been to lobby the House of Representatives, but he 

was shifting his efforts to the Senate and asked if anyone lived close to 

the Senate and would be willing to house him as he continued his work.  I 

looked at Art and he looked at me and we realized we lived close to the 

Senate only 2 blocks away and had a big house with lots of room, so we 

invited David to come over after church to talk about it. 

He came over and what we had was perfect for him.  He showed us 

his wishes in the event he died in our home.   He lived with us for the rest 

of the summer.  He’d get up at 3:00a.m. every morning and meditate 

before a crucifix for three hours to ready himself for a day of lobbying 

senators.  We had this holy man living in our house.  I said it was like 

having Mother Teresa living with us.  He was a very tall thin man already 

and this total fast made him weak, drawn, and barely able to walk, yet he 

spent everyday on Capitol Hill going from office to office to speak out for 

those in third world countries.  One day I asked David why he chose to 

fast to make his point.  His words we direct and simply, he said, 

“Members of Congress need to see what starvation looks like.  I’m using 

my body as a witness for Christ.” 

After 60 days of fasting he was just at the point of no return if 

something didn’t happen.  He was able to get some members of congress 

to continue the fast.  He broke his fast with Eucharist at my home, and 

that’s a story for another whole sermon.   

In the end David’s efforts to relief third world debt convinced 

members of Congress to cut nearly ½ billion dollars in debt.  He came 



 5 

back the following summer, lived with us again and worked with Congress 

to reduce another $1 billion in debt. 

While you and I may not be David Duncombe all of us are still called 

to engage in the world beyond ourselves and our own concerns.  I am 

reminded about the words of Bishop Michael Curry preaching about the 

MDGs said, “We come to the Christ in those who have not. The Christ in 

those who struggle, for a crust of bread. The Christ in children, hungry 

and bereft. The Christ in a creation crying out to be cared for. The Christ 

in women seeking human equality and dignity. The Christ In children who 

must never again go to bed hungry.  I daresay we have come to the Christ 

that these Millennium Development Goals represent a moment and a 

possibility of transfiguring discipleship, in which we can make a witness in 

this world. I am convinced that these Millennium Development Goals, and 

our embrace of them passionately as an act of Gospel-based discipleship, 

is a way for us to discover life again as a church.” 

May each of us experience a holy advent…an advent in which are 

minds and hearts are awakened to remember our Christian duty to be 

Christ in the world.  Amen. 

 


